
 
  

Opportunities to Build Cultural Competence 
November 2019 

November 9th: Social Justice Begins with Me: A Book Club for Kids, 10:30am at GR Public Library Main, 111 Library NE, 
Children ages 4-11 can explore social justice topics that impact their daily lives through children’s literature, includes a 
snack and activity. 
 
November 9th: Scandinavian Cuisine Throughout the Year hosted by the Swedish American Heritage Society, Central 
Reformed Church, 10 College Ave NE, 11:00, https://www.experiencegr.com/event/scandinavian-cuisine-throughout-
the-year/65853/ 
 
November 12th: Diversity Lecture (pop-up) Series, Jordan Daniel, the founder and organizer of the Rising Hearts 
Coalition, an indigenous led group designed to elevate awareness of Indigenous issues and uplifting indigenous voices, 
3:00 pm, ATC Auditorium at GRCC (room 168), FREE 
 
November 12th: Own Your Privilege: “West Michigan Nice” Is Not an Inclusion Strategy, 5:00-7:00 pm, GVSU Loosemore 
Auditorium, 401 Fulton Street W, $35.00/$15.00 students, https://www.experiencegr.com/event/own-your-
privilege%3a-%e2%80%98west-michigan-nice%e2%80%99-is-not-an-inclusion-strategy/65441/ 
 
Kaufman Interfaith Institute, multiple events and opportunities, on-going: https://www.gvsu.edu/interfaith/ 
 
Videos, Articles and books to check out:   
How to Deconstruct Racism, one headline at a time, TED Talk, 
https://www.ted.com/talks/baratunde_thurston_how_to_deconstruct_racism_one_headline_at_a_time/discussion 
 
Teaching Kindness Isn’t Enough, by Bret Turner, Teaching Tolerance: https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/fall-
2019/teaching-kindness-isnt-enough?utm_source=Teaching+Tolerance&utm_campaign=26d0e2d0d6-Newsletter+10-
29-2019&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a8cea027c3-26d0e2d0d6-97505071 
 
Let Dia de los Muertos Stand on It’s Own, by Laura Mascarenaz, Teaching Tolerance: 
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/let-dia-de-los-muertos-stand-on-its-
own?utm_source=Teaching+Tolerance&utm_campaign=26d0e2d0d6-Newsletter+10-29-
2019&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a8cea027c3-26d0e2d0d6-97505071 
 
We all share more in common than you think:  https://www.facebook.com/iamfearlesssoul/videos/we-all-share-more-
in-common-than-you-think/2161923310527660/ 
 
You Can’t Celebrate That! Navigating the Deep Waters of Social Justice Teaching, by Nadia Jaboneta 
 
What If, 10th Anniversary Edition, short stories to spark inclusion & diversity dialogue, by Steve L. Robbins,  
 
Children’s Book: All My Stripes by Shaina Rudolph and Danielle Royer 
Zane, the zebra, like all of us wants to belong and he worries that all his classmates notice is what makes him different.  All My Stripes helps us to 

accept ourselves for who we are, and helps us to embrace the people around us who are “brilliantly different thanks to their own amazing, colorful 

stripes”. (Stan Lee, Marvel Comics) 

 

Talk with your child about what makes them uniquely special, what are their special stripes?  Also, talk with your child about belonging, what it feels 

like to belong, what it feels like not to belong and what we each can do to welcome and include others who may have “different stripes” than us. 
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