
 
  

Opportunities to Build Cultural Competence 
July 2018 

 
July 12: GRAM on the Green, The annual outdoor summer concert series returns, Flint, Michigan native Tunde Olaniran’s, his 

confident, socially conscious songs encourage individuality and nonconformity and speak to those who feel marginalized by society.  
6:00-9:00 pm, FREE 

July 17 and 18: Culture Kingdom Live with Culture Queen, With just a spoonful of magic and ancient wisdom, Culture Queen 

helps you discover your own royalty and connect with your culture through self-affirming songs, rich storytelling, and body-positive 
dance. Bright melodies and uplifting lyrics will have you and your royal children cutting a rug and boogieing down as you proudly 
proclaim, "I like the me I see!" five opportunities over the two days at local libraries: 
 July 17: 10:30 am GR Main Library and 2:00 pm West Leonard Branch 
 July 18: 10:30 am Seymour Branch, 3:00 Yankee Clipper Branch, 6:30 pm Main Library 

July 19: GRAM on the Green, Kalamazoo native Yolonda Lavender is a singer/songwriter, curator, composer, arranger and 

performing artist, whose sound is soul-based with gospel, R&B, hip-hop, blues and jazz influences 
July 24 and 25: Native American Dance and Culture Program, Champion Powwow dancer and Native American from the Ho-

Chunk Nation, Reg Pettibone presents a unique program that introduces you to this nation's cultural past in a whole new way. Along 
with his wife Marca, from the Paiute Nation, Reg draws on his traditional upbringing to provide a better understanding of true 
Native American culture through dance, song, stories, and more! five opportunities over the two days at local libraries: 
 July 24: 10:30 am GR Main Library and 2:00 pm West Leonard Branch 
 July 25: 10:30 am Seymour Branch, 3:00 Yankee Clipper Branch, 6:30 pm Main Library 

July 28: Caribbean Summer Jam III, the largest annual summer party that celebrates the Caribbean culture through music and 

dance. This year, in recognition of the 50th year anniversary of the Caribbean Carnival, we will party Caribana style, at 20 Monroe 
Live, 9:00 pm 

 
Article and videos to check out:  
 
Culturally Appropriate Positive Guidance for Young Children, Young Children, March 2017, Vol.72, No.1: 
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/mar2017/culturally-appropriate-positive-guidance 
 
Reading Your Way to a Culturally Responsive Classroom, Young Children, May 2016, Vol.71, No.2: 
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/may2016/culturally-responsive-classroom 
 
Anti-bias lessons helps preschoolers hold up a mirror to diversity: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s3iM7yIhde0 
 
Awareness Test: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oSQJP40PcGI 
 
Children’s Books: Subway Sparrow by Leyla Torres 
This book features a group of culturally diverse people who come together for a common cause—too rescue a 
bird that was trapped on the subway train.  Their common concern bridges the language barrier and shows 
cooperation and respect for all living creatures. 
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