
 
  

Opportunities to Build Cultural Competence 
August 2019 

 
August 9-11th: Grand Rapids Hispanic Festival, 3 day event is FREE and family friendly, and includes live entertainment, 
kid activities, dancing, food, beverages, their famous Mercadito, https://www.experiencegr.com/event/grand-rapids-
hispanic-festival/59704/ 
 
August 10th: A Glimpse of Africa, 10:00 am-10:00 pm, Rosa Park circle, A Glimpse of Africa is a one-day festival aimed at 
showcasing the rich, diverse and beautiful African cultures through fashion, art, food, dance, music, and crafts. 
https://www.experiencegr.com/event/a-glimpse-of-africa/62469/ 
 
August 16-18th: Greek Cultural Festival, Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, a total cultural experience including food, 
desserts, live music, dancing, and other activities all help round out your visit. 
https://www.experiencegr.com/event/grand-rapids-yassou!-greek-cultural-festival/59707/ 
 
August 18th: Inside the Japanese Tea House, 1:00-4:00, Frederick Meijer Garden, Experience the tranquil ambience and 
exquisite architecture of the authentic Japanese Teahouse, take special note of the master carpentry, contrasting 
woods, patterns, textures, and numerous distinctive details. This opportunity is included with admission on a first come, 
first-served basis. https://www.experiencegr.com/event/inside-the-japanese-teahouse/63006/ 
 
August 23-25th: 40th Annual Polish Festival, held by the Polish Heritage Society at Rosa Parks Circle, celebrate the Polish 
culture, entertainment, food and drinks, https://www.experiencegr.com/event/polish-festival/59736/ 
 
August: Changing America, Grand Rapids Public Museum daily, The Emancipation Proclamation, 1863, and the March on 
Washington, 1963, examines the relationship between two great people’s movements, which both grew out of decades of bold 
actions, resistance, organization, and vision. One hundred years separate them, yet they are linked in a larger story of liberty and the 
American experience – one that has had a profound impact on the generations that followed, 
https://www.experiencegr.com/event/changing-america/64315/ 
  

Kaufman Interfaith Institute, multiple events and opportunities, on-going: https://www.gvsu.edu/interfaith/ 

Videos and Articles to check out:    

Teaching While White: https://teachingwhilewhite.org/blog/2019/6/21/a-letter-to-white-teachers-of-my-black-children 
 
Banks Street Statement on Us-Mexico border conditions for children and families, https://www.bankstreet.edu/news-
events/news/bank-street-statement-on-us-mexico-border-conditions-for-children-and-families/ 
 
Children’s Book:  
Somewhere Today, A Book of Peace by Shelley Moore Thomas.  Real life photographs show people of many cultures 

and ages interacting in ways that connect and support one another. By sharing life experiences with a friend from 

another culture, visiting an older relative, or other acts of kindness and goodness, young readers discover many ways to 

make the world a little brighter. 
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