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Date Researcher 
Name 

Title Description Comments 
 

5/29/18 Kelly 
Webber 

Pilot mentorship for non-
traditional students 

Question: How can we best support non-
traditional students to instill a sense of 
belonging and increase their persistence 
rates. 
Hypothesis: Piloting a mentorship program 
with nontraditional students via digital 
communications (phone, email, text, or chat) 
will increase persistence rates. 
Research design: Analyze data collected from 
pilot program facilitated by the Leadership 
Institute Cohort 2016. 
 

Kevin – Exempt 
Tim - I don't feel I have enough 
information in the application to 
determine this. 
I don't feel enough information is 
included in the application to 
determine 
risk/security/confidentiality, etc.  
Details of the pilot referred to are not 
included, making it difficult to 
evaluate. 
Need more info. 
Lisa - Not enough information was 
provided to determine level of risk. 
I can't tell from the application if the 
population was students or if it was 
staff members participating in the 
GRCC Leadership Institute in 
2016.There appears to be no plan for 
keeping data secure. No destruction 
plan is provided. 
Need more info. 
Sophie - Unknown as there are 
insufficient details regarding the pilot 
program in which data was collected. 
Difficult to determine. Did 
participants give their consent during 
the pilot study to have their data used 
and analyzed in this way? It appears 
that non identifiable data is stored on 
a hard drive. No plan for data 
destruction. From what I can glean 
from the paucity of information 
presented, the collected data appears 
anonymous, although I would like to 
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know how this information was 
collected and the steps taken to 
insure confidentiality. I need more 
information regarding the pilot 
program and the consent process 
used to obtain information from the 
participants in the pilot. What 
specifically did they consent to? How 
did the researchers insure that 
information wasn't identifiable? 
Further, what type of data was 
collected and will be analyzed? 
Need more info.  
Nathaniel – Exempt 
Cedric - Unknown based on 
information provided. Unknown 
based on information provided. This 
application might be exempt but does 
not meet the requirements of the IRB.  
I suggest we ask the applicant to 
complete the application as is 
customary since they want to publish 
their results. 
Need more info. 
Jennifer - Did we look at Kelly's study 
in the past? 
Kelly -  At this time, I'm going to fore-
go re-applying, as the project was not 
approached with the intention to 
publish our findings by either the 
team nor with the participants. 
 

7/12/18 Jane Bauer Examining Success and 
Comfort Levels of Military 
Veteran Students 
Diagnosed with 
Posttraumatic Stress 

Examining Success and Comfort Levels of 
Military Veteran Students Diagnosed with 
Posttraumatic Stress Disorder: A Quantitative 
Casual – Comparative Study. 

Nate – Exempt 
Kevin – Exempt 
Sophia – Exempt 
Cheryl -  The statement regarding the 
research design mentions what the 
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Disorder: A Quantitative 
Casual-Comparative 
Study 

design is not (i.e. quasi-experimental), 
but does not label the actual design. 
The target population is identified, 
but the process of selection is not 
indicated. The procedures for data 
security are described. 
Jennifer – Exempt 
Cedric – Exempt 
Approved 7/23/18 
 
 

10/17/18 Anwar 
Thomas 

International Community 
College Students: 
Perceptions and 
Experiences with 
Enrollment and 
Persistence 

The purpose of this study is to explore how 
international students enrolled at community 
colleges experience higher 
education. Specifically, I want to learn about 
international community college students, 
their circumstances, experiences, and social 
networks. Ultimately, I would like to better 
understand the needs of international 
students and the type of programs and 
support services necessary to help them 
achieve their academic goals 
 

Cheryl - Participants are describing 
their own unique experiences, 
therefore the risks are minimal. The 
participation criteria is outlined. 
There is a potential for sensitive 
information to be collected during 
recall of experiences, but the 
researcher has indicated that 
respondents are free to choose not to 
respond. Exempt 
 
Jennifer – Exempt 
Vicki – Exempt 
Kevin – Exempt 
Cedric – Exempt 
Luann - Exempt 
Nathaniel – Exempt 
Sophie – Exempt 
Tim – Exempt 
Approved 10/23/18 
 

11/20/18 Felicia 
Sullivan 
 

Evaluating the 
Implementation of the 
Google IT Support 
Professional Certificate 

JFF is currently working with individuals at 
Grand Rapids Community on the 
implementation of the Google IT Support 
Professional Certificate program. JFF is 
working with Google to evaluate the 
implementation effort and to gain insights 
into how students, staff and faculty are 
experiencing the program. 

Cedric – Exempt - My only concern is 
the use of an outside vendor to 
transcribe interviews.  Not clear how 
identity of participants will be 
protected from outside vendor. 
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Nathaniel – Exempt 
Vicki – Exempt 
Sophie – Exempt 
Kevin – Exempt 
Jennifer - Exempt  
Approved 12/4/18 
 
 

1/31/19 Tracie 
Labadie 

Assessment of Student 
Learning as an Emotional 
Practice for Faculty: A 
Qualitative Study 

The goal of this research project is to answer 
the following questions: 
 

1.  Which emotions are experienced 

during the assessment of student 

learning process? 

2.  Are different emotions 

experienced at different points of the 

implementation process? 

3.  Did faculty behavior change as a result of 
the emotions experienced during the 
assessment process? 

Kevin – Exempt 
 
Cedric – Exempt -  The method of 
disposing of collected data only states 
"The researcher will dispose of your 
information using acceptable 
procedures." 
 
Tim – Exempt 
 
Luann -  Exempt -  Disposal data 
methodology needs clarification 
 
Sophie – Exempt 
 
Jennifer – Exempt 
 
Nathaniel – Exempt 
Approved 2/7/19 
 

2/18 Valerie 
Butterfield 

Degrees When Due: 
Research Sites 

The purpose of this research is to better 
understand and evaluate the student 
experience and perspective of degree 
reclamation initiatives through the collection 
and evaluation of student-level data and 
qualitative interviews with select groups of 
current and former college students.  

Lisa – Exempt 
Cedric – Exempt 
Kevin -  No indication of how the data 
will be destroyed following the end of 
the study. More information required 
on data destruction will be required 
before recommending Exempt status.  
KD 
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Nathaniel – Exempt - Given that they 
are not collecting PHI I don't believe 
we need to see data destruction plan. 
Tim – Exempt 
Vicki – Exempt - It felt like a conflict 
of interest that the MOU included 
with this research mentioned that 
GRCC receives $5,000 in funding upon 
execution for supporting these 
research activities. The Focus Group 
Protocol may be confusing to the 
research subjects (current or formerly 
enrolled GRCC students who 
transferred or stopped out) with 
verbiage such as "The U", it could be 
better tailored to the community 
college population. 
Sophia -Need a plan for data 
destruction 
Luann – Exempt -  Document does not 
indicate how/ data will be destroyed 
after the research is completed. 
Jennifer – Exempt 
Cedric - Exempt 
 
Response from Valerie 
Hi Valerie, 
Thanks for the note. Yes, we will plan 
to destroy the data 3 years after 
project completion (this timeframe 
allows us time for publishing or other 
writing that may occur after the 
official project completion). So this 
date would be Dec. 2023.  
Good question about the language for 
the student interviews. This is our 
template protocol, so we would work 



IRB 2018-2019 
 

 with you to adjust it to ensure the 
language is appropriate for your 
institutional context.  
Thanks and let us know if you have 
any additional questions! 

Approved 2/22/19 
 


