
Institutional Review Board 

The Institutional Review Board oversees all human subjects research conducted at GRCC.  The only exception is 

research done solely to improve practice at GRCC with the results not reported or used in any external setting 

(including graduate classes and conference presentations). 

In its broadest sense the purpose of the IRB is to protect the rights and safety of human subjects. In fulfilling 
its task the IRB members examine research proposals to arrive at an independent determination that the 
research will meet the following ethical criteria: 

 Risks to subjects are minimized. 
 Risks to subjects are reasonable in relation to anticipated benefits. 
 Selection of subjects is equitable. 
 Informed consent is sought from each prospective subject or the subject's legally authorized 

representative. 
 Informed consent is appropriately documented. 
 When appropriate, the research plan makes adequate provision for monitoring the data collected, to 

ensure the safety of subjects. 
 When appropriate, there are adequate provisions to protect the privacy of subjects, and to maintain 

the confidentiality of data. 
 Additional safeguards are included to insure that members of vulnerable populations (e.g., children, 

prisoners, pregnant women, mentally disabled persons, or economically or educationally 
disadvantaged persons) are not the subject of coercion or undue influence. 

A GRCC research application must be submitted by all GRCC faculty and staff who plan to use the results of 

their research in partial fulfillment of a degree or certificate at another college or university. In addition, all 

outside researchers who wish to use GRCC faculty/staff/students as part of an external research project must 

be approved.  IRB approval generally takes 3-4 weeks from application submission.  
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