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IIPD grant recipients must report on grant-funded activities in order to remain eligible for future IIPD grant 

program consideration. All grant recipients are required to submit a summary report of the completed project 

or activity to the Grants Department at the time that they submit their IIPD Reimbursement Form.  

 

Name:  Mursalata Muhammad 

Job Title/Department:  Professor/English 

Phone:  616.234.4950 

Email Address:   mmuhamma@grcc.edu 

Date IIPD Award was received:     March/2014                          (month/year) 
 

Purpose of Grant:               Complete Teaching English as a Foreign Language (TEFL) Certification 

program                                                                 

 

 

 

1. Describe the new avenues of instruction, including changes in curriculum, teaching strategies or 

other changes that are resulting from your grant-funded activity. 

Changes in curriculum include more collaborative learning through small group-based work (3-5 

students) and extended peer/teacher review of writing. I will extend feedback time by incorporating the 

college LMS system (Blackboard) and exchange partner work for small group feedback that includes 

both verbal and written comments. 

 

I will also incorporate more language awareness review assignments into course content. I will use what 

I have learned from the reading apprenticeship program and the TEFL course to elicit more responses 

from students during daily course discussions.  

 

2. How will the grant-funded activity result in an impact on student learning and enhancements to 

student success?   

 

I am mulling over what it means to address composition as if it were a foreign language (to some 

degree) for every student in a composition course. I believe this paradigm shift will have significant 

impact on how I teach writing and assess student learning. I already use many metacognition strategies, 

but this experience has me looking for more commonalities between what appears to be language 

barriers between students. I am not convinced the differences between native speakers and non-native 

speakers are significantly different when it comes to learning how to write. 

 

3. What steps are you taking to assess the impact of this activity on student learning? 

 

I am currently seeking ways to revise the student pre-then post surveys I give students after every 

writing unit we complete in class. My goal is to create surveys that reflect language awareness issues 

(grammatical and conceptual) that more students may share – not only those whose first or second 

language may not be English. 
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I am exploring how strategically selected reading assignments, as presented by the reading 

apprenticeship program, can help student invest in the writing process with more commitment that I 

have seen in the past. 

 

4. How are you engaging others in the learning process and disseminating activity results with the 

wider campus community?  

NOTE: If shared learning activities have not yet taken place, an addendum to this report must be filed 

with the Grants Department describing shared learning activities prior to applying for another IIPD 

grant, as required by IIPD Guidelines. 

 

Through the Center for Teaching Excellence workshops scheduled for this fall: One on the Scholarship 

of Teaching and Learning and another on Reading Apprenticeship. 

 

I also plan to offer an English conversation group one hour a week for students – that is – after I discuss 

the idea with the faculty who teach ESL courses. The main point I learned from the TEFL course is the 

importance of student talk time in the learning process. 

 

5. Describe how the grant-funded activity is supporting the objectives of your department and your 

existing job responsibilities. 

I am fortunate enough to have a job that pays me to work in an area I consider my vocation. My 

department and existing job duties expect me to accept and develop learning opportunities that allow me 

to help students succeed. Student success involves making course content accessible to students so they 

can learn enough about writing to earn passing grades (C or better). Beyond the grade, I am expected to 

help them understand that what they have learned is applicable to their success in the next level writing 

course, their work environment, and in life - generally. 

 

6. How has this grant helped in fostering your professional development goals?  

 

This fosters my professional development goal of being a teacher who can present course content to 

students from multiple cultural backgrounds. Learning how to present English as a foreign language has 

given me an opportunity to contemplate how all students learn about language – not only those who may 

speck other language.   

 

7. Please add any other comments you would like to include in this report. 


