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IIPD grant recipients must report on grant-funded activities in order to remain eligible for future IIPD grant 

program consideration. All grant recipients are required to submit a summary report of the completed project 

or activity to the Grants Department at the time that they submit their IIPD Reimbursement Form.  

 

Name:  Elizabeth (Betsy) McKinney 

Job Title/Department:  Full-time faculty - Mathematics, MA 098 coordinator 

Phone:  616-234-3091 

Email Address:   bmckinne@grcc.edu 

Date IIPD Award was received:           March 2014                    (month/year) 
 

Purpose of Grant:     The purpose of this grant was to fund my attendance at the Kellogg Institute.                                                                          

 

 

 

Please see the attached for a complete summary of my Kellogg experience.  I am sharing with mathematics 

faculty, Vikki Cooper, the AFP coordinators and anyone else who is interested.  I will share on or before our 

first scheduled meetings for fall semester, 2014.  Findings will also be reported in the AFP newsletter. 

 

1. Describe the new avenues of instruction, including changes in curriculum, teaching strategies or 

other changes that are resulting from your grant-funded activity. 

As a result of the Kellogg Institute’s Practicum instruction, Colleen Copus and I have designed a tutorial 

support service for MA 098 Beginning Algebra students who need intensive review at the beginning of 

the course.  In line with what already exists for other math courses, we are calling it MA 098 ITS 

(Integrated Tutorial Support).  MA 098 ITS will be required of students who score poorly on the initial 

ALEKS assessment or another assessment of our creation for non-ALEKS sections.  Attendance will be 

required and students will receive a grade for this work.  During the sessions, students will receive 

intensive tutoring of targeted basic skills.  Sessions will be held in the Mathematics Tutorial Lab two 

hours per week for the first four weeks by Colleen.  It is our hope that students will be able to master the 

skills of beginning algebra once the prerequisite skills are in place.  This pilot program is being modeled 

after ALP from the University of Baltimore, but on a much smaller scale.  It will be implemented in one 

section in each of the fall and winter semesters. 

 

 

 

2. How will the grant-funded activity result in an impact on student learning and enhancements to 

student success?   

Student learning will be positively impacted by getting underprepared MA 098 students the basic skills 

needed to be successful in this course.  Oftentimes, when students don’t pass, it is not the algebra that is 

difficult, but the precision needed to carry out algebraic processes that form the barrier to their success.  

By providing this early intervention through MA 098 ITS, it is our hope that students will be able to 

relearn these targeted basic skills and continue using the tutoring services.  It is also our hope that by 
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being exposed to some of the support services at GRCC, students will develop navigation skills for their 

continuing college work.  

 

 

3. What steps are you taking to assess the impact of this activity on student learning? 

We will be assessing the success of our pilot by keeping careful records of each student’s progress.  We 

will assess the effectiveness after the first semester then make needed adjustments for the second 

semester.  Comparisons will be made to other MA 098 sections results, taught both with ALEKS and 

traditional lecture methods.  Following successful results in the two semesters, we plan to scale up the 

program slowly.  In addition to monitoring successes, we are also considering using a survey to capture 

some of the affective issues associated with MA 098 ITS. 

 

 

4. How are you engaging others in the learning process and disseminating activity results with the 

wider campus community?  

NOTE: If shared learning activities have not yet taken place, an addendum to this report must be filed 

with the Grants Department describing shared learning activities prior to applying for another IIPD 

grant, as required by IIPD Guidelines. 

As the results come in, we will make them available to the Mathematics Department faculty as well as 

Academic Support staff and the College Success Center.  Scaling up will require help from MA 098 

instructors and administration (coordinators, department head and deans).  Both the Math Department 

and Academic Support will be impacted academically and financially in the scaling up process and the 

College Success Center will be consulted for student support beyond the academic. 

 

 

5. Describe how the grant-funded activity is supporting the objectives of your department and your 

existing job responsibilities. 

The Math Department has been very supportive of my attending the Kellogg Institute.  Gaining certified 

developmental education instructors makes the department stronger.  We will be better at delivering 

developmental education math courses to students.  Becoming the second full time instructor certified in 

developmental education will positively affect not only my students directly, but also will positively 

affect both full time and adjunct instructors of developmental math classes and their students as I share 

what I have learned.  I also feel that I will become a better MA 098 coordinator as a result, being a more 

informed part of a highly coordinated Developmental Education Program.  This training has given me a 

broader base of knowledge of developmental education and of all the issues that affect the 

developmental education student. 

 

 

 

6. How has this grant helped in fostering your professional development goals?  

I now feel more fully trained to manage the rigors of both developmental education classroom instructor 

and MA 098 Coordinator.  At this moment, I feel up to date on the ‘cutting edge’ of developmental 

education issues.  I will have to continue to attend conferences, seminars and workshops to stay up to 

date.  I have learned ways to improve student placement and what to do if they are inaccurately placed.  

I have learned new classroom technologies that may help with course design.  I have learned how to 

assess my program and classes and compare to other programs.  I have learned how to share this 

information with my colleagues. 

 

 

7. Please add any other comments you would like to include in this report. 
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I feel fortunate to have the support that the IIPD grant has given me.  The information I have learned and 

the networking connections I have gained with experts from around the country is extraordinary! It is 

my hope to now affect GRCC in a positive manner.  Thank you!   


