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Name:  Kay T. Ramer 

Job Title/Department:  Nursing 

Phone:  4338 

Email Address:   kramer@grcc.edu 

Date IIPD Award was received:        November 2015                       (month/year) 
 

Purpose of Grant:                 To attend the 2016 Elsevier Nursing Faculty Development Conference                                                               

 

 

 

1. Describe the new avenues of instruction, including changes in curriculum, teaching strategies or 

other changes that are resulting from your grant-funded activity. 

The focus of this conference was integrating clinical and classroom instruction with an emphasis on use 

of technology, innovative active learning strategies, and preparing nursing students for success on the 

NCLEX exam (licensure for RN, LPN). This information was particularly useful in helping design the 

new nursing curricula and bring our faculty into the 21st century with a new paradigm for nursing 

education. It requires an essential shift in thinking and acting as educators. 

 

 

2. How will the grant-funded activity result in an impact on student learning and enhancements to 

student success?   

Information on The NCLEX Exam: Perspectives on Improving Performance in 2016 is especially timely 

as we have seen our NCLEX results decline since implementation of the new test plan in 2013, as have 

many programs across the country. The next faculty meeting is centered on discussing strategies to 

improve our student performance. An additional companion presentation titled Prepare Your Students 

for NCLEX Exam Using Clinical Simulation Scenarios was also enlightening and useful in this 

discussion. 

 

 

3. What steps are you taking to assess the impact of this activity on student learning? 

We evaluate NCLEX-RN and NCLEX-PN results on an annual basis. Currently the PN success on 

NCLEX is in the 90% range while the AD success rate has declined to less than the national average of 

85%. As a faculty we will be discussing this during the February 19 faculty meeting. 
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4. How are you engaging others in the learning process and disseminating activity results with the 

wider campus community?  

We have all ready begun to share and use what we learned within our department during faculty, 

committee and course meetings. For example at a recent faculty meeting we were able to share a 

presentation via video from Suzie Sportsman, PhD whose topic was Clinical Instruction for the 21st 

Century: Making Every Clinical Day Count. After watching the video we discussed how we could 

implement this into the new curricula.  

At a later faculty meeting we also plan to watch a 2nd video by Linda Caputi, EdD, a well known 

educator on the speaker circuit. She will present the topic Developing Active, MEANINGFUL Learning 

Strategies for the Classroom. 

 

 

5. Describe how the grant-funded activity is supporting the objectives of your department and your 

existing job responsibilities. 

The nursing department is currently in the process of undergoing a rigorous revision of both the 

associate degree and practical nursing programs. This conference is tailored to assist us in effectively 

designing, improving and evaluating curriculum. It will also provide current knowledge of effective and 

innovative strategies to move students from knowledge-based learners to critical-thinkers. This in turn 

will assist in improving student outcomes. 

 

 

6. How has this grant helped in fostering your professional development goals?  

Twenty five (25) continuing education credits are required every two (2) by the state of Michigan to 

maintain RN licensure. By attending this conference we each received 13.25 CEUs.  

 

 

 

7. Please add any other comments you would like to include in this report. 


