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IIPD grant recipients must report on grant-funded activities in order to remain eligible for future IIPD grant 

program consideration. All grant recipients are required to submit a summary report of the completed project 

or activity to the Grants Department at the time that they submit their IIPD Reimbursement Form.  

 

Name:  Gayl R. Beals 

Job Title/Department:  Assistant Professor / Automotive 

Phone:  616-234-3819 

Email Address:   gbeals@grcc.edu 

Date IIPD Award was received:           October 2014                    (month/year) 
 

Purpose of Grant:   To attend the Visions Hi Tech Conference 

 

 

 

1. Describe the new avenues of instruction, including changes in curriculum, teaching strategies or 

other changes that are resulting from your grant-funded activity. 

This learning opportunity has strengthened my belief that I should spend more time trying to get 

students to write.  In my experience, automotive technicians believe that they do not need to learn how 

to write.  However, I strongly disagree because they need to be able to write because they have to 

document car repairs for customers. 

 

2. How will the grant-funded activity result in an impact on student learning and enhancements to 

student success?   

I will implement more writing activities into the curriculum.  For example, more classroom activities 

and more homework that is based on technical type writing. 

 

3. What steps are you taking to assess the impact of this activity on student learning? 

I will make personal observations on what is written. 

 

4. How are you engaging others in the learning process and disseminating activity results with the 

wider campus community?  

NOTE: If shared learning activities have not yet taken place, an addendum to this report must be filed 

with the Grants Department describing shared learning activities prior to applying for another IIPD 

grant, as required by IIPD Guidelines. 

My mother-in-law recently had some work done on her vehicle at a car dealer and the repair order had at 

least 30% of the words spelled incorrectly.  I shared the repair order with my fellow instructors and we 

are all using it as an example of how important it is to be able to write well and spell correctly.   

 

5. Describe how the grant-funded activity is supporting the objectives of your department and your 

existing job responsibilities. 

In automotive job training, I am a department of one, however, I have shared this information with my 

colleagues on the credit side.  We all agree as to how important it is that our students are able to write 
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well when they get into careers as automotive technicians.  We have also shared this with employers that 

we talk to and they agree that it is important that their employees are able to write correctly. 

 

6. How has this grant helped in fostering your professional development goals?  

It has solidified my belief that I have to push reading and writing and come up with techniques to foster 

students and try to change the thought process of the students that they do need to be able to write 

correctly. 

 

7. Please add any other comments you would like to include in this report. 

    The reason I like to go to this conference is that at least half of the conference is directed toward 

educators.  We actually have an educator’s roundtable where there are 100 or more educators that simply 

sit and discuss the best practices to educate students.  They discuss techniques that are useful, as well as 

ways to engage the students to help them become successful. 


